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FULL COMMITTEE HEARING ON H. R. 2429 


Hovusr or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, June 25, 1957. 

The committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Carl Vinson, chairman 
of the committee, presiding. 

The Cuatrman. Let the committee come to order. 

Now, members of the committee, there is a bill from Mr. Durham’s 
committee. I think we can get through with all this work this morn- 
ing. Subcommittee No. 3, Mr. Durham. It is a bill to increase the 
number of cadets that the President appoints at the academies. 


[H. R. 2429, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 
A BILL To increase the number of cadets that the President may personally select for 


appointment to the United States Military Academy and the United States Air Force 
Academy 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That title 10, United States Code, section 4342 
is amended 

(1) by striking out the number “172” in subsections (a) (7) and (e) and 
inserting the number “383” in place thereof. 

(2) by striking out the number “S89” in subsection (e) (1) and inserting 
the number “300” in place thereof. 

Sec. 2. Title 10, United States Code, section 9342 is amended— 

(1) by striking out the number “172” in subsections (a) (7) and (e) and 
inserting the number “383” in place thereof. 

(2) by striking out the number “89” in subsection (e) (1) and inserting 
the number “300” in place thereof. 

Mr. Duruam. Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuairman. Mr. Durham. 

Mr. Duruam. The purpose of H. R. 2429 is to provide for an in- 
crease of 211 additional appointments of cadets to the United States 
Military Academy and Air Force Academy. 

These additional appointments would be made by the President. At 
the present time, the President is authorized to appoint 89 cadets at 
each Academy, and therefore, if the bill is enacted it will bring the 
total Presidential cadetships to 300 and will amend the law so as to 
provide for a corresponding increase in the total authorized cadet 
strength for the Academies. 

It has been the custom since the establishment of the Presidential! 
cadetships to reserve these appointments for sons of career servicemen. 
The last increase in the Presidential quota was in 1936 when it was 
raised from 60 to 89. Since that time, the number of career-service 
personnel has multiplied to such an extent that the quota is entirely 
inadequate. As a matter of fact, during the past 5 years an average 
of 300 applicants annually have competed for an average of 22 
vacancies. 
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It should be clearly understood that if the bill is enacted the Presi- 
dent would not have the authori ity to appoint 300 each year,*but 300 
cadets appointed by him could be in the Academy at one time: This 
would normally mean about 75 cadets could be appointed each year 
from this quota. 

The facilities at the Military Academy have recently been enlarged 
and these cadets could be taken care of without overcrowding the 
facilities at that school. 

The Army and Air Force contend that this bill would pl: we all 
three Academies on a comparable basis, inasmuch as the Naval 
Academy is not authorized a total of 300 Presidential appointees. 

However, the subcommittee, after studying this matter, has con- 
eluded that the legislation as introduced would not place the three 
Academies on a comparable basis but would actually give the Army 
and Air Force a greater percentage of Presidential appointees than 
the N: avy. 

The reason for this is that the Naval Academy not only has a larger 
authorized strength but a larger actual strength than either the Army 
or Air Force Academies. Since the Naval Academy has an actual 
strength of 3,846 the 300 Presidential appointments aut horized by law 
is 7.8 percent of the total strength. 

However the Military and Air Force Academies only have an 
authorized strength of 2,496 and if 300 Presidential appointments are 
authorized for those academies it wowild result in 11.1 percent of the 
total being made up of Presidential appointments. 

The subcommittee, therefore, amended the bill as follows: 

On page 1, line 5, strike the number “383” and insert in lieu thereof 
the number “283.” 

On page 1, line 8, strike the number “300” and insert in lieu thereof 
the number “200.” 

On page 2, line 4, strike the number “383” and insert in lieu thereof 
the number “283.” 

Mr. Chairman, that about covers it. 

The Cuatrman. This is a departmental bill; is it not / 

Mr. DurHam. Yes. 

The CuatrrmMan. Now, I would like to get this information for the 
benefit of the committee. 

Under the law today how many midshipmen, cadets, or air corps- 
men, does the law give to the President to appoint ¢ 

Mr. Ducanper. 89 for the Military Academy, Mr. Chairman, and 
300 for the Naval Academy. 

The CHarrman. And this increases it how many at the Military 
Academy ? 

Mr. Ducanper. Under the subcommittee amendment it would in- 
crease it 111, to give the total number at the Military and Air Force 
Academies of 200. 

The Cuairman. All right. 

111 increase at the Military Academy. 

How many does it increase at the Air Force Academy? 

Mr. Ducanper. 111; it would be exactly the same. 

The Cuamman. 111. Then how many does he appoint at the Naval 
Academy ? 

Mr. Ducanper. 300, 
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The Coatrman. The President appoints 300 at the Naval Academy ¢ 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes, sir. But they have a larger—you see the per- 
centage would be the same. 

The Cyairman. All right. 

You do not, then, increase his authority at the Naval Academy? 

Mr. Ducanper. No, si 

Mr. Durnam. No. 

The CHatrman. Then you only increase the authority at West 
Point, bringing it up from 89 to 111, and Air Academy 111? 

Mr. Ducanper. Up to 200, 

The CHarrmMan. Up to 200. 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes, sir. 

The CHamrman. An increase of 111. 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrmMan. Everybody be still. We can’t all talk at one time. 
We are trying to get the information. 

At the Air Force Ac ‘ademy, under the law today, how many can he 
appoint ? 

Mr. Ducanper. 89. 

The Cuairman. That brings him 111, 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. Making it 200 at both Academies and the Naval 
Academy 300. 

Mr. Ducanper. 300, 

The CuHamman. Mr. Price? 

Mr. Pricer. What I want to say is this. I served on the subcommit- 
tee, and went through all the hearings. Of course, I won’t oppose the 
subcommittee action. As a matter of fact, I recognize that there 
should be some sort of an increase. Whether we should go this high 
is something that has been troubling me. We are getting to the point 
now where we have about 25 percent of the personnel, the cadet per- 
onnel at these Academies, from military families. 

The CHatrmMan. Let me ask you this question. 

Mr. Price. I think every member of this committee could arrive at 
some good decision on his own part, if he had an opportunity to read 
the heari ings on this, before he votes on this bill. 

The ¢ ‘HAIRMAN. Well, of course, this bill is going to provoke con- 
siderable controversy on the floor of the House. I can tell you that 
how. 

Because a great many members are going to argue 

Mr. Pricer. Iam not enthusiastic about it. 

Mr. Durnam. This doesn’t affect any congressional appointments. 

The Cuatrman. Not a bit in the world. 

Mr. DurHam. Gentlemen, I think this should be taken in view. Be- 
cause the last change made was in 1936. Now, think of what our 
military personnel has gone through since then. Then they only had 
nbout 89,000. Today, we have about 21 » million people. 

The Cuamman. Here is the point we must take in consideration. 
With this increase, will it assure that the academies are kept up more 
to its complement / 

Mr. Durnam. That is the purpose. 

Mr. Ducanper. That is the only purpose. 
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The Cuarmman. All right. 

Mr. Price. They can do that through the selection of alternates au- 
thority which this committee has given in the past. 

The Cuarmman. Mr. Gubser? 

Mr. Gupser. [—— 

Mr. Price. I am not directly opposed. 

The CuHarrmman. We have to act fast as we only have a few more min- 
utes to sit. 

Mr. Gussrr. I want to ask this question. Are these appointments to 
the Air Force Academy which are reserved for the President direct 
appointments, and do they differ from the type of nomination which 
we as members of Congress are privileged to make? 

The Carman. The same thing. They have to go through the 
same examination. 

Mr. Ducanper. Mr. Gubser—— 

The Cyarman. Without objection, the bill will) be favorably 
reported. 

(Chorus of “No.”’) 

Mr. Price. Why don’t we do this, Mr. Chairman. Why don’t we 
defer it for a week and give each member an opportunity to read the 
hearings of the subcommittee on it, and then let them make up their 
mind ? 

The Cuarman. Mr. Price moves this bill be deferred for a week. 
Without objection, that will be the procedure of the committee. 

Mr. Duruam. Mr. Chairman- 

The Cuarrman. We will have to take a recess now 

Mr. Gavin. May | ask a question / 

The CuairMan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Gavin. May I ask a question of Mr. Price. 

How did the Navy get 300 in the first place and the Army only 89 / 

Mr. Price. We gave them the authority a few years ago, and that 
is one of the reasons I think we ought to be extremely cautious here. 
We should look this thing over carefully. I am not definitely opposing 
the bill. 

The CuHatrrMan. Well, the House is in session. 

Mr. Price. I think we ought to give it real good study. 

The Cuarrman. We will have to go to the floor. 

We will take a recess until next Tuesday. Next Tuesday. 

(At 11:10 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
2, 1957.) 





